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§381.71 Condemnation on ante
mortem inspection.

(a) Birds plainly showing on ante
mortem inspection any disease or con-
dition, that under §§381.80 to 381.93, in-
clusive, would cause condemnation of
their carcasses on post mortem inspec-
tion, shall be condemned. Birds which
on ante mortem inspection are con-
demned shall not be dressed, nor shall
they be conveyed into any department
of the official establishment where
poultry products are prepared or held.
Poultry which has been condemned on
ante mortem inspection and has been
killed or died otherwise shall under the
supervision of an inspector of the In-
spection Service, be disposed of as pro-
vided in §381.95.

(b) Dead-on-arrival ratites and
ratites condemned on ante mortem in-
spection will be tagged “U.S. Con-
demned” by an establishment em-
ployee under FSIS supervision and dis-
posed of by one of the methods pre-
scribed in §381.95.

(c) All seriously crippled ratites and
non-ambulatory ratites, commonly
termed ‘“‘downers,” shall be identified
as ““U.S. Suspects.”

(d) Ratites exhibiting signs of drug or
chemical poisoning shall be withheld
from slaughter.

(e) Ratites identified as ““U.S. Sus-
pects’ or ‘““‘U.S. Condemned” may be
set aside for treatment. The “U.S. Sus-
pect’” or “U.S. Condemned” identifica-
tion device will be removed by an es-
tablishment employee under FSIS su-
pervision following treatment if the
bird is found to be free of disease. Such
a bird found to have recovered from the
condition for which it was treated may
be released for slaughter or for pur-
poses other than slaughter, provided
that in the latter instance permission
is first obtained from the local, State,
or Federal sanitary official having ju-
risdiction over movement of such birds.

(f) When it is necessary for humane
reasons to slaughter an injured ratite
at night or Sunday or a holiday, and
the Agency veterinary medical officer
cannot be obtained, the carcass and all
parts shall be kept for inspection, with
the head and all viscera except the gas-
trointestinal tract held by the natural
attachment. If all parts are not so kept
for inspection, the carcass shall be con-
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demned. If on inspection of a carcass
slaughtered in the absence of an in-
spector, any lesion or other evidence is
found indicating that the bird was sick
or diseased, or affected with any other
condition requiring condemnation of
the animal on ante mortem inspection,
or if there is lacking evidence of the
condition that rendered emergency
slaughter necessary, the carcass shall
be condemned. Ratites that are sick,
dying, or that have been treated with a
drug or chemical and presented for
slaughter before the required with-
drawal period, are not covered by emer-
gency slaughter provisions.

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 66
FR 22906, May 7, 2001; 67 FR 13258, Mar. 22,
2002]

§381.72 Segregation of suspects on
ante mortem inspection.

(a) All birds, except ratites, that on
ante mortem inspection do not plainly
show, but are suspected of being af-
fected with, any disease or condition
that under §§381.80 to 381.93 of this Part
may cause condemnation in whole or in
part on post mortem inspection, shall
be segregated from the other poultry
and held for separate slaughter, evis-
ceration, and post mortem inspection.
The inspector shall be notified when
such segregated lots are presented for
post mortem inspection, and inspection
of such birds shall be conducted sepa-
rately. Such procedure for the correla-
tion of ante mortem and post mortem
findings by the inspector, as may be
prescribed or approved by the Adminis-
trator, shall be carried out.

(b) All ratites showing symptoms of
disease will be segregated, individually
tagged as ‘“U.S. Suspects’ by establish-
ment personnel under FSIS supervision
with a serially numbered metal or plas-
tic leg band or tag bearing the term
“U.S. Suspect,” and held for further
examination by an FSIS veterinarian.
Depending upon the findings of the vet-
erinarian’s examination, these birds
will either be passed for regular slaugh-
ter, slaughtered as suspects, withheld
from slaughter, or condemned on ante
mortem. Those ratites affected with
conditions that would be readily de-
tected on post mortem inspection need
not be individually tagged on ante
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